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THE  WAR  AS  A  PUNISHMENT. 


To  the  Editor  of  the  ‘‘  Honf^kon^  Doily  Press,  ’’ 


SIR, — I  have  road  with  pvat  intorest  the 
able  addresses  of  Bishop  Norris  in 
connection  with  tlie  National  Misson  of  Re¬ 
pentance  and  Hope,  but  I  cannot  wholly 
agree  with  him  that  this  terrible  world  war 
— tliis  Armageddon  is  God’s  punishment  for 
the  sins  of  the  people. 

The  Avorthy  Bishf)jp  has  referred  to  the 
poverty,  misery  and  degradation  to  be  found 
in  all  the  big  cities  in  England,  side  by  side 
Avith  wealth,  extravagance  and  luxury  ;  tlie 
godlessness  of  France  ;  the  cruelty  of  Russia 
in  her  treatment  of  the  Jcavs  and  Poles  ;  the 
atrocious  behaviour  of  Germany,  Austria, 
Bulgaria  and  Turkey ;  but  he  has,  apparently, 
lost  sight  of  the  un-Christain  behavioui’  of 
the  poAverful  “  civilized  ”  nations  toAvards 
the  Aveaker  nations  of  the  Avorld,  and  the 
systematic  extermination  of  millions  of  the 
natives  of  these  Aveaker  nations  and  the  ab¬ 
sorption  of  their  territories  in  wars  of  con¬ 
quest  during  the  past  three  hundred  years. 

A  thousand  years  ago  the  ancestors  of 
the  modern  nations  of  Europe  Avere  no  more 
advanced  than  the  savage  races  of  Africa, 
America  and  Australiti,  and,  surely,  the  Bible 
does  not  teach  that  “  Might  is  Right,”  and  | 
that  it  is  the  privilege  of  poAverful  nations  to  | 
conquer  and  absorb  the  Aveak. 

1  belicA^e  that  this  terrible  Avorld-Avar  is 
God’s  punishment  for  the  crimes  of  Eui'ope, 
as  I  have  already  stated  in  my  book,  “  The 
(h’oation  and  The  Oi'igin  of  the  Chinese!,’’ 
and  for  tlu!  information  of  Bishop  Norris, 
and  those  of  your  read<!rs  Avho  may  not  IniA^e 
read  my  book,  I  Avill  quote  fully  as  folloAvs : — 
“This  terrible  fratricidal  AV'ar,  Avhich 
is  convulsing  and  devastating  Europe,  is 
not  due  to  trade  riv.-ilry,  mutual  fejar  of 
aggression,  or  th<i  ambition  ot  Kings  and 
Emperors  to  heicoiiK!  suprenKi  in  this 
Avorld. 

“It  is  the  punishment  of  God  for  tlie 
crime's  of  Europe.  The're!  must  lie  many 
ungodly  men,  to-day,  Avho  are  blaspheiin- 
ing  Geiil,  and  crying  out  AA'ith  uplitteel 
liands:  “There'  is  no  God.  If  God  exists, 


AAdiy  should  He  make'  the  innoee'ut  suffer 
Avith  the  guilty,  anel  Avhy  sliould  Europe 
be  made  to  sutler  so  much  misejiy? 

“  God  is  a  just  God,  and  He  rcAvarels 
the  good  and  punishes  the  Avicked.  If  the 
punishment  deies  not  come  to-day,  it 
Avill  e*ome  tei-morroAV.  But,  sooner  or 
later,  it  is  bounel  to  ceime. 

“We  should  alAvays  remember  that 
the  ci'imes  of  the  father  are  visited  upon 
his  children,  and  this  applies  tei  nations 
as  AAudl  as  individuals. 

“  Se'e  Exodus  xx.,  5-6.  “God  A’isits  the 
iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  geiK'iation  of 
them  that  hate  Him.  And  .shoAVS  mercy 
unto  them  that  Ioac  Him  and  keep  His 
Com  m  a  n  d  m  en  ts .  ” 

“The  nations  of  Europe  IniA'c  sinned 
against  God  and  broken  His  Command¬ 
ments  ; — 

“  Thou  shalt  not  kill.” 

“  Thou  shalt  not  steal.” 

“Thou  shalt  not  I'OA'et  thy  neigb- 
hour’s  house  or  anything  that 
is  thy  neighbour’s  ” 

“  If  the  Christain  nations  of  Europe 
believe  in  tlu!  Bible  they  must  acknovA’^- 
ledge  that  Militarism  is  a  crinn*  against 
God,  and  that  the  savages  of  the  Avorld 
are  their  brothers. 

^  “  And,  instead  of  killing  and  extermin¬ 
ating  them  in  Avars  of  conquest,  and 
robbing  them  of  their  possessions — cAX'n- 
tually  leading  to  fratricidal  wars  amongst 
themselves — it  is  tlnur  duty  to  educate* 
and  civilize  them,  as  the  negroes  of  tin; 
Southern  States  of  the  United  States  have! 
been  educated  and  eiviliziid,  and  to  place 
them  on  the  same!  plane  as  themselves. 

“Therefore,  the  crimes  of  kings,  govern¬ 
ments.  and  the  leaders  of  men  liaA^e  been 
A'isited  upon  the  ])eople,  and  this  is  the 
reason  for  the  ])unishment  Avhich  Al¬ 
mighty  God  has  indicted  upon  the  nations 
of  Europ('. 

“  ll  is  a  terrible  Hnirnimj  for  the  future^ 
Yours  truly, 

TSii  d’SAN  T\L 
Hongkong.  9th  Di'ccmber,  19!(i. 
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THE  WAR  AS  A  PUNISHMENT 


To  the  Tdhor  of  the  “  Hon^koiiff  Dnily  iVess. 


>  1 


SIR, — I  have  road  with  gr(‘at  interest  tlie 
able  ad(lress<?S  of  Bishop  Norris  in 
eonnection  with  the  National  Misson  of  Re- 
pi'iitance  and  Hope,  but  I  eannot  wholly 
agree  with  him  that  this  terrible  world  war 
— this  Armageddon  is  God’s  punishment  for 
the  sins  of  the  people. 

The  Avorthy  Bishop  has  referred  to  the 
poverty,  misery  and  degradation  to  be  found 
in  all  the  big  cities  in  England,  side  by  side 
with  wealtli,  extravagance  and  luxury  ;  the 
godlessness  of  France  ;  the  cruelty  (*f  Russia 
in  her  treatment  of  tlie  Jews  and  Poles  ;  the 
atrocious  behaviour  of  (xermany,  Austria, 
Bulgaria  and  Turkey ;  but  he  lias,  appnrently, 
lost  sight  of  the  un-Christain  behavioui’  of 
the  powerful  “  civilized  ”  nations  towards 
the  weaker  nations  of  the  world,  and  the 
systematic  exteianination  of  millions  of  the 
natives  of  these  weaker  nations  and  the  ab¬ 
sorption  of  their  territories  in  wars  of  con- 
tiuest  during  the  past  three  hundred  years. 

A  thousand  years  ago  the  ancestors  of 
the  modern  nations  of  Europe  were  no  more 
advanced  than  the  savage  races  of  Africa, 
America  and  Australia,  and,  surely,  the  Bible 
does  not  teach  that  “  Might  is  Right,”  and 
that  it  is  the  privilege  of  powerful  nations  to 
conquer  and  absorb  the.  weak. 

I  believe  that  this  terrible  world- war  is 
God’s  punishment  for  the  crimes  of  Eui-ope, 
as  I  have  already  stated  in  my  book,  “  The 
(Creation  and  Tlie  Origin  of  the  Chinese,’’ 
and  for  the  information  of  Bisliop  Norris, 
and  those  of  j^our  read(a\s  Avho  may  not  liav'^e 
read  my  book,  I  will  quote  fully  as  follows  : — 
“This  terrible  fratricidal  war,  which 
is  convulsing  and  d(!vastating  Europe,  is 
not  due  to  trade  riv.alry,  mutual  fear  of 
aggression,  or  tin*  ambition  ot  Kings  a.inl 
Emperors  to  become  supreme  in  this 
Avorld. 

It  is  the  punishment  of  God  for  the 
crimes  of  Europe.  There  must  b(‘  many 
ungodly  men,  to-day,  who  are  blasplaun- 
ing  God,  and  crying  out  with  uplifted 
liands  :  “TIkmx!  is  no  God.  If  God  exists. 


why  should  He  mak(}  the  innoc(*nt  suffer 
witl)  the  guilty,  and  why  should  Europe 
be  made  to  suftia*  so  much  mis(iiy? 

“  God  is  a  just  God,  and  He  rewards 
the  good  and  punish(\s  the  wicked.  If  the 
punishment  does  not  come  to-day,  it 
will  come  to-morrow.  But,  sooner  or 
later,  it  is  bound  to  come. 

“We  should  tdways  remember  that 
the  crimes  of  the  father  are  visited  upon 
his  children,  .and  tins  applies  to  nations 
as  well  as  individuals. 

“  See  Exodus  xx.,  5-0.  “God  visits  the 
iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children 
unto  th(5  third  and  fourth  generation  of 
them  that  hate  Him.  And  shows  mercy 
unto  them  that  love  Him  and  ket'p  His 
Com  man  d  mcai  ts .” 

“The  n.ations  of  Europe  h.ave  sinned 
against  God  and  broken  His  Command¬ 
ments  : — 

“  Thou  shalt  not  kill.” 

“  Thou  shalt  n.ot  steal.” 

“Thou  shalt  not  coAud  thy  neigb- 
hour’s  house  or  .anything  that 
is  thy  m'ighbour’s  ” 

“If  the  Christ.ain  nations  of  Europe 
belicA'^e  in  the  Bible  they  must  acknow¬ 
ledge  that  Militarism  is  a  crinu'  against 
God,  .and  th.at  the  sav.ages  of  the  Avorld 
are  their  brothers. 

“  And,  instead  of  killing  and  extermin¬ 
ating  them  in  Avars  of  conquest,  .and 
robbing  tlumi  of  their  possessions — even¬ 
tually  leading  to  fratricid.al  Avars  .amongst 
themsehas — it  is  their  duty  to  ednc.ate 
and  civilize  them,  .as  the  n<*groes  of  the 
Southern  States  of  the  United  States  ha\ai 
been  educated  .and  civilized,  and  to  pl.ace 
them  on  the  same  pl.ane  as  themselves. 

“Tlierefore.  the  crimes  of  kings,  gOA'ern- 
ments.  and  the  lead(a  s  of  men  have  becai 
A'isited  upon  th<;  ))(*ople,  and  this  is  tin; 
re.ason  for  tin;  punishment  Avhich  Al¬ 
mighty  God  has  infli(dcd  upon  the  nations 
of  Europe*. 

'‘‘‘It  is  a  terrible  ‘tearnintj  for  the  future." 

Tours  truly., 

TSE  d'SAN  TAl. 

Hongkong.  9th  Di'ce'mbi'r,  1919. 
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